This SRP discusses the implications for nations in the Gulf region of a military operation against Iran on the GCC country. It reviews external and internal security issues, along with economic and environmental problems that would occur once a military operation is conducted. proclaimed that "as the likely enemy is far more advanced technologically than we are, we have been using what is called 'asymmetric warfare' methods. We have gone through the necessary exercises and our forces are now well prepared for this." 1 There is every reason to believe that a U.S. attack on Iran would be countered with terrorist attacks and the use of weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery, ballistic missiles.
THE IMPLICATIONS ON THE GULF STATES OF ANY AMERICAN MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST IRAN
Since the days of Muhammad Reza Shah, Iran has perceived itself as a regional superpower. Accordingly, it aspires to arm itself with both conventional and non-conventional weapons (long-range ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons), even though publicly Iran denies its intention to acquire nuclear weapons. Consider Iran's strategic goals in its effort to become a regional superpower:
First, Iran seeks to establish a superior regional position among states such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, as well as the Muslim republics of Central Asia; among regional neighbors such as Turkey, Egypt, and Israel; and finally, to establish an equal status with the other regional nuclear superpowers like Pakistan, India, and Israel (at least with regard to nuclear capability).
Second, Iran seeks to strengthen its position as an Asian-Islamic center of power recognized by the U.S. and Europe, and among the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). In addition, 
Navy
Iran lacks any modern surface ships, but geography gives Iran a strategic advantage to assume control ofthe tanker routes in the lower Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. The Strait is the world's most important oil chokepoint. Some 13.6 million barrels of oil per day transit the Strait of Hormuz, headed east to the Asia (especially Japan, China, and India) and to the west. 7 At its narrowest, the Strait consists of two-mile wide channels for inbound and outbound tankers within the Omani side of the Strait, and a two-mile wide buffer zone. 8 The exits on both ends of Kenneth R. Timmerman claims that: "The Iranians also plan to lay huge minefields across the Persian Gulf inside the Strait of Hormuz, effectively trapping ships that manage to cross the Strait before they can enter the Gulf, where they can be destroyed by coastal artillery and landbased "Silkworm" missile batteries." 9 Today, Iran has sophisticated EM-53 bottom-tethered mines, which it purchased from China in the 1990s. The EM-53 presents a serious threat to major U.S. surface vessels, since its rocket-propelled charge is capable of hitting the hull of its target at speeds in excess of 70 miles per hour. Some analysts believe the EM-53 can knock out a U.S. aircraft carrier. 10 Clearly, Iran has the capability to neutralize U.S. maritime superiority and simply to wreak considerable damage to the U.S. fleet.
Air Force
While Iran has some air capability, it will not be used heavily in an event of any military confrontation with the U.S. because Iran knows that it cannot match the U.S. air superiority.
Ballistic Missiles
Iran has ballistic missiles capable of striking U.S. military bases in the Arabian Gulf and Iraq, where nearly 200,000 U.S. soldiers are stationed. Its missiles can also reach targets in Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. They may be able to reach parts of Germany and Italy.
Missile-related cooperation with the former Soviet Union, North Korea, and China over the years has helped Iran move toward its goal of becoming self-sufficient in the production of ballistic missiles. Such assistance included equipment, technology, and expertise. Most of these missiles are Shehab-1 and -2, with a 300-to 500-kilometer (km) range and a 700-to 985- The economies of all Gulf States are largely dependent on oil export. Income from sale of oil has supported tremendous regional development. Therefore, the continuation of the flow of the oil is a vital concern. However, the Iranian regime will respond to a military attack by ceasing its oil export to disrupt the global economy-and to generate global pressure on the attacker. An 
Information
The Iranian regime will probably use the region's mosques to attack the US allies in the region, especially the Gulf States. State friendly to the U.S. will be depicted as servants of nonbelievers. Iranian propaganda will be widely promulgated through several media:
• Arab media Al Jazeerah, Hezbollah and all Shiite channels (Al-Manar).
• Iranians embassies around the world with strong ties with the Islamic community.
• Iran's friends Syria, Venezuela, Cuba, and others.
• Shiite Muslim clerics in the region and around the world.
Threat Facing the Gulf Cooperation Council
An attack on Iran will pose serious implications for the Gulf States. The GCC will have to address Iran response to the attack, the economic issues arising from the attack, and environmental problems caused by the attack. Although the attack may target only Iran, its reverberations will be felt throughout the region. After all, U.S. operations in Vietnam had profound effects on Laos and especially Cambodia.
External Security Threat
Iran will retaliate by attacking all the U.S. allies in the region, especially the Gulf states.
However, the main targets will be the airbases and seaports and most of the high-value targets regarded as important to the U.S.
A likely scenario includes an immediate Iranian missile counterattack on U.S. bases in the Gulf, followed by a very serious effort to destabilize the entire region by immediate Iranian retaliatory missile attacks and countermeasures on other US allied Gulf States. Iran could launch dozens of ballistic missiles targeting of U.S. interests in the region over a long period, depending on the size of the Iranian arsenal, the desired severity of the counterattack, and the ability of U.S. forces to find and destroy Iran's missile launchers. The Shiite Minority in the Gulf States following the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, al Qaeda has conducted terrorist attacks to destabilize the country. It is highly likely that those are "sleeper" cells in the region ready to be activated when the first shots is fired in an attack on Iran. However, they will hit soft targets to take advantage of the chaos caused by the Iranian missiles that will probably be used in the first stages of the retaliation. Moreover, oil infrastructure and pipelines could be sabotaged, along with other strategic installations. Water desalination plants, oil refineries, government infrastructure, and the security forces will be targeted by their terrorist attacks. In other words, Iran will provide a new venue for Al-Qaeda supporters, who will find an attack on Iran a great opportunity to fight against the GCC countries supporting U.S.
Economic Threat
The six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), blessed with more than 39 percent of the world's known global oil reserves, are poised for economic expansion. However, the GCC states face internal and external threats, starting with the internal challenge posed by extremist terrorists seeking to sabotage their oil infrastructures and pipelines. Most GCC economies rely on easily targeted economic installations, notably oil-related infrastructure. They also rely on an expatriate labor force to perform key economic functions. A missile threat could severely damage the GCC economies, whether those missiles are used to destroy strategic assets or simply to sow terror among the civilian population and cause expatriate workers to leave. Combined with concerns about weapons of mass destruction, the effect could be devastating. Furthermore, Iranian leaders threaten from time to time to sink a very large commercial super-tanker in the narrows of the Strait of Hormuz, thereby choking off 40% of all global oil flows. The Strait has two one-mile wide channels for marine traffic, separated by a two-mile wide buffer zone. It is the only sea passage to the open ocean for much OPEC oil. It is principal export route for the GCC countries.
Environmental Threat

Bushehr
The nuclear facility at Bushehr is being built under an agreement between the Russian and Iranian governments for $800 million. Although originally intended to be the location of a German-built reactor in the 1970s, the new reactor will be built according to Russian designs, though the original reactor building's exterior appearance will remain essentially the same.
There are two calm reactors at Bushehr: One is in an advanced stage of completion, while the other has not been worked on for some time and is not currently scheduled to be completed. When completed, it is estimated that Natanz will be capable of producing weapons-grade uranium sufficient for several weapons per year, employing more than 50,000 centrifuges.
Uranium extracted from mines in Yazd Province will allow Iran to be self-sufficient in its quest to produce the fuel needed to run its nuclear power stations, obviating the current need for regulated Russian nuclear fuel. use uranium dioxide and enable Iran to produce plutonium suitable for nuclear weapons assembly. Some estimate that this plant will be able to produce eight to ten kilograms of weapons-grade plutonium every year, a sufficient amount to build one to two nuclear weapons annually The Iranians claim the plant is for peaceful purposes, intended for medical research and development.
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Water desalination in the Gulf States has provided a flexible means of alleviating watersupply shortages over the past two decades. In addition, desalination provides water of excellent quality, which in turn contributes to the well-being of society by improving sanitation and health a better quality of life. At the present time, two-thirds of the world's total desalination capacity is installed in the Arab countries, mainly in the Arabian Peninsula, as shown in Table 3 .
Of the global 18.8 mcm per day of desalination capacity, the countries of the Arabian Gulf account for over one-half of the production (53 per cent Table 2 .
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The main environmental threat to the region will be the nuclear facility at Bushehr, located on the Arabian Gulf coast. However, this reactor highly vurnable to the American attacks. If the U.S. attack the Busheir facility, all of the desalination capacity installed on the coast of the Arabian Gulf will be vulnerable to a possible pollution resulting from the attacks Of course, the most horrific impact of a US assault on Iran would be the catastrophic number of potential casualties. The Oxford Research Group predicted that up to 10,000 people would die if the US bombed Iran's nuclear sites. Further, an attack on the Bushehr nuclear reactor could send a radioactive cloud over the Gulf. If the US uses nuclear weapons, such as earth-penetrating "bunker buster" bombs, radioactive fallout would become even more disastrous.
29
UAE Foreign Minister Abdullah Al-Nuaimi demanded environmental "guarantees and protection" from construction of an Iranian nuclear plant on the Gulf coast. "We are in a region very close to the (Iranian) nuclear reactor in Bushehr. We have no guarantees or protection against any leakage (from the reactor) which is on the Gulf coast,"
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He did not even consider the environmental impact of an overt attack on the facility.
Conclusion
Iran's apparently uncontrollable hegemonic ambition in the Middle East is presenting enormous challenges not only to the U.S. but to the GCC as well. Suppressing it by military actions is highly problematic and potentially catastrophic. With its arsenal of ballistic missiles, Iran can terrorize its neighbors with a retaliatory response when attacked. There are several ways Iran can affect its neighboring gulf states in retaliation after an attack. There are different cards that the Iranian leaders can play; but they will surely use of their military capability as a first option. They will use ballistic missile to strike the Gulf States immediately after the first wave of American attacks. All U.S. bases in the Gulf region will be targeted. An attack on Iran could also threaten the economy and security of the entire region, since it will close the Strait of
Hormuz. This will harm the Gulf States economy and badly affect foreign investments. This will further destabilize of the region. It will affect Europe and the world which is largely dependant on oil from the region. Moreover, a Shiite and Al-Qaeda alliance would transpire to wage terror.
The Iranian government would instigate and foment violence and instability. In short, a U.S.
military attack on Iran could indeed destroy the region.
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